
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Did You Know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade students learned 

about erosion, saving water, 

using recycled bags and much 

more. They summarized what 

they learned by writing an Earth 

Day paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second grade students learned 

about the water cycle and rain 

by making a model terrarium. 

Students used an empty plastic 

liter bottle and cut off the top. 

They put charcoal in the bottom,  

then soil, then planted a flower 

and some ‘Fast Plant’ radish 

seeds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seventh grade students in 

Computer Applications class 

made a brochure to attract 

tourists and locals to the 

reservoirs’ recreational park. 

The last part of this project was 

convincing their classmates to 

visit Haystack by presenting 

their brochure. 
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4th graders work 

together to build 

filters for the 

Oregon Trail 

pioneers. 

4th Graders Learn Where Our Water Comes From! 
Fourth grade students were taught about the area’s drinking water, and challenged to 

create a water filter for Oregon Trail pioneers. Becky Teater and Jodi Baxter 

connected their students to community water bottler Earth2O. They learned the 

water they drink at home and school comes from Opal Springs, the same water that 

is bottled by Earth2O. This water is really deep, bubbling up from 1800 feet 

underground. Students learned because the water has infiltrated so deep, the rock 

layers keep it isolated from groundwater and runoff. It is naturally pure.  

 

The challenge was realistic and provided students a chance to practice the 

Engineering Design Process they learned in February plus science content about 

solubility and infiltration. The students responded with creative and collaborative 

solutions that they shared at their end of project symposium.  

 7
th

 graders had a classroom 

visit by a USFS Botanist, 

who gave students clues at 

what they would find at 

Haystack. They drew the 

different plants for a 

handbook of Haystack flora. 

 

Middle School Students Get Involved with Haystack! 
Middle School students learned how they were connected to an important reservoir 

in their community, Haystack Reservoir. All the teachers taught their classes 

different content that was focused on Haystack Reservoir. Each teacher and Middle 

School principal Brad Kudlac created a station, where their content was reinforced 

through a ‘hands-on’ project. Jake Shinkle had students write a research paper on 

how Haystack is used by the Culver Community for recreation, and then had his 

students write a haiku. Naomi Little had students write a research paper based on 

questions they formulated back in November. Students connected themselves with 

Haystack through writing an ‘I AM Poem,’ and decorating a ceramic tile with its 

meaning. Math activities included measuring depth, and water quality, and marking 

off co-ordinates to sink other student boats. 
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Third Graders Engineer an Ice Cream Insulator 

Third grade students have been preparing all year to engineer a solution to keep 

ice cream from melting. In November, the students were taught the Engineering 

Design Process (EDP) and used the steps to help them design a roller coaster for 

their Scottish Storyline ‘Village’ hotel. Using aluminum cans and paper plates, 

students designed their solutions, created, and tested them. They were able to 

‘tweak’ their models before they shared their design with the rest of their class.  

 

The third graders took the process and applied it to a new problem, keeping ice 

cream from melting. They used science content about the different states of 

water to learn what happens to water when it freezes and how can they keep ice 

cold. The students were shown insulation models from a local company and 

given their solution constraints. After they created and tested their insulator, 

they improved it. Then they tested it again, comparing the amount of water 

melted from the first trial with the amount of water melted after the 

improvement. 

 

High School Students Help Improve the Community! 
In February one of the Culver City council members approached the FBLA 

club and asked if they would be interested in providing ideas to improve the 

city park. The answer was an emphatic YES and this became the high school 

community service project.  

 Language Arts students wrote survey questions 

 Statistics and Probability class created a HS survey addressing changes 

to the park. Then took the data, analyzed it, and compiled results.  

 Computer Applications class used the data to make charts using 

Microsoft Excel.  

 Science students did soils testing to determine which area of the park 

would be best for a garden.  

 Sports Marketing class ran the numbers to establish a budget for the 

repair to the basketball court and to add a new disc golf course.  

 Desktop Publishing class learned to create ‘Infographics’ with the data. 

 Health classes created videos to encourage HS students to be outside 

and active at the park. 

 Spanish class made signs to encourage the community to be stewards 

of the park, and recycle when possible. 

 Three freshmen from Business Projects class presented the final ideas 

at the May City Council meeting.  Kindergarteners made and 

sold dog biscuits for 

materials to make dog and 

cat toys. The two classes 

worked with community 

volunteers to make and sell 

dog treats. 

Spanish class prepared posters 

for the presentation at the City 

Council Meeting. 

 

Fifth grade students learned 

about the purity of water. 

They made a water 

catchment to filter water for 

drinking.  


